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Our Mission 

To assist the people of Aceh to  

improve their lives through their 

own potential. Our philosophy is 

based on direct people-to-people 

assistance, enabling the community 

to build from within.  



 

 

Contents 
Message from the Founder 1 

Who we are 3 

Where we work 3 

What we do 4 

Our Education Program at a glance  5-6 

Education Program 8 

Our Microcredit Program at a glance 9-10 

Microcredit Program 11 

How it works 12 

Our clients 12 

Our reach 13 

Promoting growth 13 

Financial Overview 14 

²Ƙŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ 15 

Our future 20 

Community Programs 22 

The Local Motivator 26 

Local Motivator profiles 27-28 

Thank you to our Supporters 29 

Our Donors 30  

Our Volunteers  31 

Our Team 32 

Frequently asked questions  35  

Writer / designer: Jessica McLeod  

Editor: Naomi Stenning 

Inside cover photo and image on page 7 were kindly donated by Luciana Ferrero, www.luciferrero.com 

All other images are thanks to our staff and volunteers 

Published: January 2009 

www.forumbangunaceh.org   

http://www.luciferrero.com


 

 

Forum Bangun Aceh (FBA) 

has come a long way in four 

years.  FBA emerged after 

the disastrous tsunami hit 

Aceh in December 2004, with 

the motive to help the 

people of Aceh rebuild from 

within after everything was 

destroyed.  With very limited 

capacity and resources, we 

started small and our 

purpose was to do 

something today, not 

tomorrow, not in two days ς 

even if it might seem 

negligible or tiny from a 

financial perspective.   

It began with a 

determination to figure out a 

way to help survivors quickly.  

Ten friends from Jakarta 

joined me in Banda Aceh and 

we lived with tsunami 

survivors, buying for them 

what they needed.  Soon 

after, ten more friends joined 

and generous donations 

from friends and contacts 

from around the world 

started to stream in, and 

thus became the people-to-

people approach which 

remains the foundation of 

C.!Ωǎ ǿƻǊƪ ǘƻŘŀȅΦ   

Although small, our method 

provided immediate 

assistance to survivors, 

without lengthy discussions 

on what needed to be done. 

Plus we understood what 

people needed, since we 

were all survivors who were 

raised in Aceh. 

One of our first donations 

was from an Irish donor 

called Joe Wood who 

donated US $1,000 to buy a 

becak for a man called 

Syarwan, who was living in a 

shack constructed of debris, 

and wading daily through 

mud to try to find a means to 

provide for his six 

dependents. With a means 

of making a living, Syarwan 

was able to provide for 

himself and his family again, 

and within a month he 

repaid $50 so that someone 

else could be helped. 

Today, FBA consists of a team 

of nine full time staff and ten 

Local Motivators and we are 

proud to have assisted nearly 

900 micro businesses, 

completely rebuilt a school, 

reequipped 37 schools with 

furniture and books, 

coordinated an educational 

exchange program for eight 

Acehnese students and 

supported the plantation of 

2,250 trees. 

We would not have been 

able to achieve this without 

the generous donations and 

support from our donors, 

volunteers and staff to whom 

we are forever grateful. 

While many international 

and national NGOs are 

wrapping up their tsunami 

recovery programs, FBA is 

committed to supporting the 

people of Aceh in the long 

term.  We have gained 

tremendous strength and 

knowledge through our four 

years of operation and are 

determined to share this 

experience for a long time to 

come.  

Thanks so much for your 

trust and support! 

 

Message from the Founder 

Azwar Hasan 
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ÖRebuilding from within, we are stronger.× 
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lucky to have survived the tsunami, but 

we lost our home and farm.  An 

international NGO rebuilt our home, but 
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we regained our financial independence.  

20 chickens as well as materials to 
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now generating enough money to send 
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Rohana, Poultry Farmer, Aceh Besar 
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